Freund states that the effectiveness of treatment methods is still a problematic question. It can be assumed that not much further progress will be. achieved until methods can be selected m regard to specific types of homosexuality which are slowly beginning to emerge from the scientific data.
We have already expressed the hope that this work will find an English edition because of the richness of the material and data, which should go a long way to improve sc~enti~c w~rk as well as clinical observations m this field. An excellent summary of mental subnormality, a very readable and interesting section on dynamic theory, and another on the origins 'Of schizophrenia, seem to this reviewer to be the strongest features of this work.
Sections on the neuroses, particularly phobic, anxiety and depressive reactions, are dealt with in a less satisfactory manner.
The least pleasing feature is the classification and delineation of syndromes, e.g. referring to neuroses as minor psychoses. Most North American Psychiatrists would not agree with this.
All in all this is a readable and straightforward book, which, in the main, makes a pragmatic approach; however, this could be a more useful book to a student or practitioner in the United Kingdom than to one in Canada or the United States.
J. F. NICHOLSON, MD.
Halifax, N.S. Doctor Johnson once said that "a woman's preaching is like a dog's walking on his hinder legs. It is not done well; but you are surprised to find it done at all". Perhaps books on psychiatric evaluation should be appraised from a similar viewpoint.
Such works however are often marred by a glib superficiality or a digressive sesquipedalianism which try the patience of the reader severely. The present work, while by no means the worst specimen of its kind, is not free from these faults. Perhaps this is only to be expected since the book is in fact the proceedings of the 52nd Annual Meeting of the American Psychopathological Association held in 1962. The result is a hodgepodge of papers, some of which seem better suited to an oral rather than a written form of presentation. Topics covered include methods of evaluating various types of psychiatric treatments, technical issues, special factors in evaluation, and special problems of evaluation. Some of the papers are very well written, e.g. the contributions of Lehmann (Placebo Re-
